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Major Graham writes.... 
 

As I drive & walk along what 

have now become familiar dai-

ly sights , the river , the town 

centre , I reflect back to just a 

year ago when having received our appointment to  

Bedford, we came for the day to check out an unfamiliar 

town, I remember getting caught up in the one way   

system and the strangeness  and newness of the       

unfamiliar, taking in the sights and the sounds that   

captured me . 

How quickly things become familiar, and not just places 

of course, it's easy to skim read familiar passages of 

scripture. As we journey toward Easter , we once again 

read  familiar snaps shots of Jesus last weeks, the   

passion and the glorious resurrection .I pray that we 

would pause to allow God to open our eyes anew this 

Easter time, that we will look again with a scene of awe 

& wonder, at this pinnacle story of our faith, that we 

might see it as the first 

time , that young and 

old , together and alone, 

we will allow the Holy 

Spirit to inspire us once 

again through the cross 

& resurrection in order 

to refuel our passion for 

Jesus & the things of 

God  

I'm privileged to be able to share with you in this 

way a little snippet of what is and has been going  

on within the Children's & Youth work at Bedford 

Salvation Army. 

A group of 7 Children's Workers have just returned 

from the Children & Family Ministry Conference in 

Eastbourne. The group attended lectures, seminars 

and interactive sessions which focused on The Holy 

Spirit, Mission and children with additional needs. 

The team are excited and enthused about the next 

stage of our church's children's ministry, and would 

ask that you continue to pray for workers as well as 

children and families, that many more would come 

into a relationship with Jesus! 

 

We are also currently working hard on the build up 

to our annual Bedford Children's Camp! We have 

a team of 12 (plus catering teams), and we have 20 

children who are excited about coming! There are a 

few places left which we would love to fill.  

Amanda is in the middle of organising our very own                                                                                                                                                                         

BEDFORD’S GOT TALENT night on 12th March, 

which will be a brilliant and entertaining evening for 

all ages. The money raised will be supporting     

Children's Camp, especially those families who may 

struggle to afford to send their children. We really 

hope to see you there! 

Energise (teenagers small group) on a Monday 

night is going really well. With a team of 4 leaders 

and a regular group of 6 young people attending, 

Energise is seeing incredible answers to prayer. 

Within recent weeks, one young person has ex-

pressed his love for Jesus for the first time, and an-

other young person has brought God's healing to a 

friend in the name of Jesus! Lastly, Thank you to all 

those who pray for and support our children, teen-

agers and their leaders. God is faithful, and is an-

swering our prayers! 
Hayley Greetham 

Children's Worker, Bedford 



CHOP CONGRESS HALL                  

OVERSEAS PROJECT (CHOP) 
We are raising £10,000 to help complete   

building the Marondera Quarters in Zimbabwe 

 

At our meeting on the 28th June 2015 I told the 

committee, we should aim to raise half the £10000 

(£5000) of our target by Christmas 2015. Because 

of the generosity of our corps family, general  public, and private donations 

we exceeded the £5000 Target, To date we have raised  £8,000. 

We are now on the home strait and require £2,000 to achieve our goal. 

Future events. 

Coffee mornings for Chop are booked for the SATURDAY 26th 

MARCH 

On the Corps notice board you will find a place to sign up for our 

Soup and Roll Lunch, to be held at the end of the Self Denial ap-

peal, Sunday 13th March. We are asking for donations for this 

event. 

On Saturday 14th May Peter Hammond has arranged a BOAT 

TRIP on the river Ouse. There are 48 spaces available for this trip. 

Further   details will be available nearer the date. 

To celebrate the end of our project, Bamus hopes to organize an 

African Praise event on Saturday 25th June. Further details to 

follow. We praise God for the opportunity of helping our fellow Salvationist 

in Africa and pray for their continued growth in the community they serve. 

Theo Armstrong - Chairman (Chop)  

NB  Full details of all giving can be found on the Notice 

Board in the main foyer. 

OPEN 

HOUSE 
 Three young boys, Dean, Ollie & Tyrese made the news    

recently through their volunteering at OPEN HOUSE on a 

Wednesday afternoon. MAJOR DOROTHY THOMPSON & 

MAJOR GRAHAM BAILEY both welcomed this extra  support 

in the Beds on Sunday newspaper. 

Major Graham Bailey said “There have been a very high number 

of visible homeless people in Bedford recently and Open House 

is a useful tool in the Army’s arsenal of care & compassion 

alongside the valuable work of the Night Shelter. 

Having these three extra pairs of hands is wonderful for us and 

a great experience for them. 

 

The work of OPEN HOUSE & NIGHT SHELTER are not    

glamorous parts of the Corps work but they are an essential 

expression of Christian care & compassion that should commend 

itself to more people offering to help where the real need is! 

 

ANYONE willing to add their name to the volunteer list should 

speak to MAJOR DOROTHY THOMPSON for OPEN HOUSE 

or to 

GRAHAM PENFOLD for the Night Shelter 

 NIGHT SHELTER SAFETY NET
Yet again the weather turns below freezing and out goes the request 
for volunteers from our ever slowly growing list (more later) 
Our first opening for this cold period 2015/16 was January 12—20 a 
total of 9 nights. The number 0f clients that registered over this period 
was 60, one night we were at our total capacity of 30, the average over 
the nights were 24. We have just completed our second cold period 
February 14—18 a total of 5 nights. The number of clients that regis-
tered was 26, the average over the nights were 16. 
The volunteers have been able to cover the needs and have been 
joined by new volunteers getting involved. One volunteer came and 
talked about it in the morning and in the afternoon responded to the 
request for volunteers to cover!! And has been back for more!!!.We 
have had volunteers who have been on our list previously but been 
unable to help but have this time and can not wait to able to help 
again.  
 
 

  
 
It is a worry if we can not get cover but my faith is boosted when we 
get cover even if it maybe they just turn up, God is great. 
I have  been blessed by the response of the clients appreciating what 
we give, regards to the camp beds and pillows these are new this 
year, was greatly appreciated by the clients and said it was luxury and 
kept them warmer and comfortable. 
I would personally like to thank 
those that are willing to help and 
hope they get enjoyment and     
satisfaction, and an understand-
ing why clients are in their situa-
tions.   
Let us all thank God for his 
blessings upon us. 
 

Graham Penfold 

 





 CONGRESS 

HALL WEBSITE 

 

 

Listen to our Morning Meeting 
each week on our own website 

 www.bedfordsalvationarmy.org.uk 

Plus, keep up to date with events 

via the Forthcoming events list 

and in the Foyer TV Screen 

 I asked a non-Christian person recently if I was crazy for believing that Jesus 
died, rose, and ascended into heaven and that I am living my life according 
to his word.  This person did not believe Jesus really rose from the dead.  
He looked at me and answered, “No.”     I replied back with something to 
the effect of, “If Jesus didn’t rise, then I’m crazy for believing a hoax.  You 
don’t believe Jesus rose from the dead.  Therefore, you think I believe a lie  
furthermore, that I must be crazy if I believe it.”  

He refused to concede.  It makes perfect sense though, doesn’t it?  As the 
great C.S. Lewis said, you either must make Jesus your Lord or not–for he 
did not leave us any other options.  Jesus really did die on a cross.  Jesus 
really did rise from the dead.  Jesus really did appear to more than 500 
people at one time.  Jesus really does reign in heaven right now and in the 
hearts of those who confess him.  He’s either your Lord or something else 
is. At the end of 1 Corinthians 15, Paul sums up   the resurrection with one 
simple application: “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast,       
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in 
the Lord your labour is not in vain”.  Paul’s words are clear: Jesus is risen, 
so you can be unwavering in your faith in him, which should result in    
continued, quality work for him.  It is not in vain, because he is risen.  It is 
not in vain, because he reigns on high.  It is not in vain, because one day we 
will be raised to new life with him.    PJ 


